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Name:________________________
Chapters 16-20

Total Points: ________/

Chapter 16
1. Explain the significance of the sunlight imagery. (2)

2. When Hester determines to warn Dimmesdale about Chillingworth, why does the

meeting take place in the forest? (2)

3. What positive significance does the forest begin to take on? (2)

4. What negative significance does the forest begin to assume? (2)

5. In what way does Hester acknowledge her sin to Pearl? (2)

Chapter 17
1. How is Hawthorne advancing his theme of the difference between revealed and

secret sin? (2)

2. Explain the distinction Dimmesdale makes between penance and penitence. (2)

3. What do we learn is the emotional connection between Hester and Dimmesdale? Why

is this significant to the developing theme of the book? (2)

4. Do you believe Hester is to blame for Dimmesdale’s suffering during the past seven

years? Why or why not? (2)

5. What theme about the nature of sin finally begins to emerge in Hester and

Dimmesdale’s conversation? (2)

6. Here is a key question for Hawthorne and the Anti-Transcendentalists: can a “polluted

soul” do good for others? (2)

7. Who are the heartless people with laws of iron to whom Hester refers? (1)

8. This chapter ends on an optimistic note. What is the source of the optimism? (2)
Chapter 18
1. What contrast does the narrator point out between Hester and Dimmesdale’s ability to

leave town? (2) 

2. Why does Dimmesdale decide to flee with Hester? (2)

3. What is significant about the title of this chapter? (2)

4. How does Hawthorne reinforce his idea that nature is sympathetic with the union of

Hester and Dimmesdale? (2)

5. Why would children dislike Dimmesdale? (1)

Chapter 19
1. Beyond Hester’s explanation, why won’t Pearl come to Hester without the scarlet letter? (2)

2. What is significant about the fact that Pearl will not bring her the scarlet letter, but

makes her pick it up for herself? (2)

3. Why won’t Pearl show any affection to Dimmesdale? Why does she want him to walk

with them hand-in-hand in the marketplace? (2)

4. This chapter begins on the same optimistic note that ends the previous chapter. On

what kind of note does the chapter end? Why? (2)

Chapter 20 (2 pts each)
1. What would account for Dimmesdale’s sudden change?

2. In terms of Hawthorne’s theme contrasting hidden sin versus revealed sin, how can you

explain Dimmesdale’s change in this chapter?

3. Why is the chapter called “The Minister in a Maze”?
