The Scarlet Letter






Name:________________________

“The Customs House”-- Introduction

Total Points: ________/25

Remember: Study for quiz over background material

American Lit Students: Read pgs. 1-7 and 19-27 and complete questions 1-6 and 12-16
AP Students: Read entire section and answer all questions

Reading Questions:  Make sure to support your answers from the text

1. What are the two reasons the author gives for writing the introduction? (2 pts)


(a)


(b)

2. To what does the author attribute his attachment to Salem? (1 pt)

3. From where and when did Hawthorne's relatives come to America? (2 pts)

4. What is the author's opinion of his Puritan ancestry? (2 pts)

5. What does he think would be his Puritan forefather's view of his vocation? (1 pt)

6. What reason does Hawthorne give for having taken a job at the Custom House? (1 pt)

7. Who were the other employees of the Custom House? (2 pts)

8. What political leanings did the old employees of the Custom House hold?  (1 pt)

9. Define what beliefs their political party represented: (2 pts)

10. Contrast the character of the “Collector” with the Inspector: (2 pts)

11. What American literary greats had the authored fraternized with before coming to work at the Custom's House? (1 pt)

12. How did Surveyor Jonathan Pue come to possess the “Scarlet Letter”? (1 pt)

13. Whose documentary account is the story of the Scarlet Letter based upon? (1 pt)

14. What two reasons does Hawthorne give for his inability to write the story of Hester Prynne while he still worked at the Custom House? (2 pts)


1.


2.

15 What changes does Hawthorne admit to making in telling the story

contained in the diary? (1 pt)

16. What potential impact will this change have on the story? (2 pts)

17.  What circumstance caused Hawthorne to lose his job at the Custom's House?  (1 pt).  

